
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

*please stand as you’re able 
 

PRELUDE                 Christ in the Stranger’s Guise, Houston/Burt1  

  

WELCOME   

                               

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:  We are called by God to be the Church of Jesus Christ, a 

sign in the world today of what God intends for all humankind. 

The church exists with six clear purposes in the world.  The 

Book of Order calls them the great ends of the church.  

All: The reason the church exists is for the proclamation of the 

gospel for the salvation of humankind;  

One:  The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the chil-

dren of God;  

All: The maintenance of divine worship;  

One:  The preservation of the truth;  

All: The promotion of social righteousness;  And the exhibition 

of the Kingdom of heaven to the world.  

  

*HYMN 268            Crown Him with Many Crowns, Diademata2  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Many times you have rescued us, O God. Yet we continue to 

wander away from your vision for us. We claim to be followers 

of Jesus, but we do not speak up bravely when it is necessary. 

We do not respond when called into service. Our words and 

deeds deny the faith we proclaim. God of all nations, deliver 

us from misplaced loyalties and unacknowledged sin. Forgive 

our foolish ways. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: Jesus Christ claimed for us God's forgiveness and restora-

tion to full partnership.  

All: Christ’s promises are for today, as well as for unknown  

tomorrows.  

ROLL  

DOWN 

JUSTICE! 

Reign of Christ  

Sunday 
 

November 23, 2025 



 One:  We are citizens of God's realm, where Jesus reigns with love. 

All: We have been rescued from enemy hand Let us serve God without fear.  

One: Give joyful thanks to God who has enabled us to share in the inheritance of the 

saints. 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE  

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

 

SONG OF PRAISE 698                  Take, O Take Me As I Am, Take Me As I Am3                           

 

SCRIPTURE                    Matthew 25:31-40 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the  

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put 

the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. “Then the King will say to those on his 

right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom pre-

pared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me some-

thing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me,  

I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 

When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.’ 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

After the message, children may go with the teacher to room 11 for Spiritual Adventures.                           

 

HYMN 227                                      Jesus, Remember Me, Taize Ecumenical Community4 

             

SERMON                                          Jesus Christ the Just and Loving King 

                       

*SONG OF RESPONSE HYMN 756             O God of Every Nation, Llangloffan5    

                              

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  

 



CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

One: Presbyterians believe that God calls us to live our faith every day.  

All: Jesus Christ sends us into the world to work for the common good, to deal  

honestly with others,  

One:  to seek dignity and freedom for all people,  

All:  to welcome strangers,  

One:  to promote justice and fairness,  

All:  to overcome disparities between rich and poor, and to speak up against systems 

of violence and oppression. 

One:  Let us thank God for the opportunity to change the world in Jesus name.  

 

SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING FOR THE PASTORAL NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
Bud Smith, Karen Pridham, Erin DeMuth, Josh Mou, Thatcher Root, Jean Loup, Linda Moss 

 

PNC COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

PRAYER 

 

SONG FOR THE JOURNEY HYMN 740        Lead Me, Guide Me, Lead Me, Guide Me6 

                 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING - Please also pass the friendship form through the row.                                                                       

 

OFFERTORY                                    Call of Wisdom, W. Todd7 

                     

*DOXOLOGY HYMN 717                For the Life That You Have Given, Pleading Savior8 

For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, with these fruits of 

time and labor, with these gifts that are your own: here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart 

and mind and strength we bring; give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray 

and sing.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION, LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN 757      Today, We All Are Called to Be Disciples, Kingsfold9 

                

*BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE                                   Come Christians, Join to Sing, arr. M. Fischer10 

The postlude is offered as a grateful thanks to God. We invite you to remain seated as    

we listen together.  



          Leaders Today:   
 

 Interim Pastor: Rev. Sara Tonje          Liturgist:  Liane Kosaki 

 Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman                         AV/Tech:  John Tarr/Josh Mou 

 The Chancel Choir 

 Ushers/Greeters: Jeff & Elsa Shaver, Sue Dornfeld, Chuck Kamp (Deacon) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church * 4100 Nakoma Rd., Madison, WI * westminstermadison.org  

1 Music setting by Alfred Burt ©1954 Shawnee Press. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

2 Text and music: public domain. 

3 Text and Music: John L. Bell ©1995 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 

Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

4 Text and Music: Jacques Berthier. ©1991 Les Presses de Taize (GIA Publications, Inc.) 

Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

5 Text: William W. Reid, Jr. ©1958, re. 1986 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company.) Used 

by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

Music: public domain. 

6 Text: Doris Akers, 1953. Music arr.: Richard Smallwood. Text and Music ©1953, ren. Doris Akers (admin. 

Chappell & Co./Alfred Publishing Co.) Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net License 

#A-703704. 

7 Music setting by Will Todd ©2012 Oxford University Press. 

Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

8 Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. ©1990 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All Rights 

Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. Music: public domain. 

9 Text: H. Kenn Carmichael ©1989 H. Kenn Carmichael. Music setting: Hal H. Hopson ©2000 Hope 

Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

10 Music setting by Michael Fischer. ©2000 Lillenas Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All Rights 

Reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY 



WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Dessert and Auction, Saturday, December 6  

Join us for fellowship, fun and some early Christmas shopping at the PWW Dessert and 

Christmas Auction, Saturday, December 6 from 1pm - 3pm in the narthex. Auction items 

are also needed! If you would like to donate to the auction, please bring a new item that 

you have created, cooked or wish to donate to the auction. Proceeds benefit local com-

munity agencies and our Westminster PWW mission work. Thank you! For questions con-

tact Judy Graham at jcracker@charter.net.  

 

Share Hospitality with College Students During Finals Week 

Dear Westminster Presbyterian friends, 

During finals week, December 10 - 18, Pres House (the PCUSA campus ministry and stu-

dent community at UW–Madison) is partnering with local churches to surround students 

with care and encouragement. We’re inviting church members to take part in an “Adopt-a

-College Student” hospitality opportunity! 

 

Choose one of two simple ways to participate: 

-Home Away From Home Meal: Host students for a home-cooked meal. 

-Laundry, Snack & Study Stop: Offer a space to do laundry, have a snack/light meal, 

and a spot to study/rest. 

 

Pres House will match each student and host, provide clear guidelines, and make the pro-

cess easy. The goal is simple: to offer a warm welcome, good food, and a reminder that 

students are loved and supported by their wider faith community. Sharing this fellowship 

has been very rewarding for previous hosts as well.   

 

Sign up by Nov 30 at:  bit.ly/4r3xdLS  or this QR code: 

Contact Liane Kosaki at lckosaki@gmail.com with any questions. Thank you for helping 

us share Christ’s  

hospitality with students during this stressful time!  

 

Come Ring with Us! 

An ad hoc handbell ensemble is forming to play in worship in December! Volunteers 

must be able to read sheet music, but no prior handbell experience is required. For 

scheduling information, or to volunteer, please contact Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music at 

westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Advent Event Sunday, December 7  

Celebrate Advent, the waiting period before Jesus' arrival, with the Advent Festival fol-



 lowing worship on Sunday, December 7. Enjoy a special presentation by the Spiritual Ad-

ventures class, decorate cookies for the clients of Porchlight, make stars for our winter 

worship series and enjoy lunch and fellowship with each other.  

 

Wanted:  Cookie Bakers! 

Looking for volunteers to bring 2 dozen baked sugar cookie cut-outs for decorating at the 

Advent Fest on December 7.  Add your name to the sign-up sheet on the narthex table. 

Decorated cookies will be  donated to the Porchlight shelter (with extra to enjoy at the 

event.) 

 

Dine with Nine - New Groups for 2026 

Dine with Nine is an opportunity for participants to meet new people and get to know 

each other better while enjoying a meal together.  The groups meet every 1-2 months at 

restaurants, for potlucks or at any setting the group chooses.  The groups are randomly 

assigned each year, so sign up in the Narthex or let Juanita Halls know of your interest 

at jjh71152@gmail.com. 

There will be a kick-off potluck on Friday, January 16 at 6 PM in Fellowship Hall for all 

participants.  (If you are not sure about joining a group, you are welcome to attend the 

potluck, just let Juanita know.) 

 

Christmas Eve Services, Wednesday, December 24 

We are offering two services this Christmas Eve: 

-4:30pm Family Service with a No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant (Bring the kids and grand-

kids!) 

-6:30pm Carol Sing with a 7:00pm Candlelight Service that follows. 

 

*IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS* 

Care List:  Bob Goller & Gay Didriksen, Patrick Mullin,  

Rick Dettloff  

 

Members & Friends: family of Rosemary Barrientos (friend of Sara Pope), Geoff Sandler 

(BIL of Sara Pope), Jennie Root 


