January & February Sermon Series

Shine a Light on

the Winter Blues

Epiphany Sunday
January 4, 2026

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
*please stand as you're able

PRELUDE March, arr. W. Mathias'
WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: One: The mystery of the ages is revealed!
All: The eternal plan of God is known to all. Jesus Christ is the light of the world!

*HYMN 141 On This Day Earth Shall Ring, Personent Hodie?
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for
all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn
away from the poor; We ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. Save us
from our earthbound judgments, that we may look up and be guided by the star that
draws all people to you. Lord have mercy upon us. Amen.

Tama Ngakau Marie*

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*PASSING THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

CELBRATION SONG 126  Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child, Wonderful Child?

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



HEBREW SCRIPTURE [saiah 60:1-6
GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Amy Poland
Spiritual Adventures is on break until next Sunday so children may return to their seats.

SERMON Star Gifts

CELEBRATING THE EPIPHANY WITH STAR GIFTS - HYMN 151
We Three Kings of Orient Are, Kings of Orient*
WINTER BLUES SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

CALL FOR THE OFFERING - Please also pass the friendship form through the row.
OFFERTORY Treasures and Gifts, ). Van®

*DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Old Hundredth®
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
Leader: The Lord be with you,
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright, J. Pachelbel’
The congregation is invited to come forward and form two lines in the center. The ele-
ments are received by intinction. Please take a piece of bread and dip it into the cup.
The bread is gluten free so that all may participate.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION, LORD’S PRAYER



*HYMN 127 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, We'll Walk In the Light®

POSTLUDE We Five Kings, arr. D. Miller®
The postlude is offered as a grateful thanks to God. We invite you to remain seated as
we listen together.

Leaders Today: @

Interim Pastor: Rev. Sara Tonje Liturgist: Andrea Witt
Minister of Music: Joe Chrisman AV/Tech: John Tarr
The Chancel Choir

Ushers/Greeters: Paul & Linda Bishop, Bob Bush, Kate Fletcher (Deacon)
Communion: Bill & Linda Tanke, Bud Smith, Chuck Kamp

1 Music setting by William Mathias. ©1964 Oxford University Press. Used by Permission. All rights
reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704.

2 Text trans. Jane Marion Joseph Music arr. Gustav Holst Text and Music arr. ©1924, ren. J. Curwen & Sons
Ltd. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704.

3 Text: African American, alt. Music harm: Jeffrey Radford, arr. Horace Clarence Boyer Music harm ©m1992
The Pilgrim Press Music arr. ©2000 Horace Clarence Boyer

4 Text and Music: public domain.

5 Music Setting by Jeffrey Van ©2009 Birnamwood Publications, Inc. Used by Permission. All Rights
Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

6 Text: Neil Weatherhogg, ©1988 Hal Leonard Corporation. Used by Permission. All Rights

Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704. Music: public domain.

7 Music Setting by Johann Pachelbel. Public Domain.

8 Text: Public Domain. Music arr. Evelyn Simpson-Curenton ©a2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by
Permission. All Rights Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

9 Music setting by Dan Miller. ©2021 Birnamwood Publications. Used by Permission. All rights reserved.
Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

The members of Westminster Presbyterian Church recognize the land the church occupies is
the ancestral home of the Ho-Chunk Nation, who have called this land Teejop (day-JOPE)
since time immemorial. We recognize and respect the inherent sovereignty of the Ho-Chunk
Nation and the other eleven First Nations within the boundaries of the state of Wisconsin.



WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

January Forums:

Today - On Sunday, January 4th after worship, we will hear from Kelly McCann from
Thoreau Elementary School who will update us about the reading program that Westmin-
ster supports every summer.

January 11 - Are you over the age of 18? Then having an Advanced Directive (Living Will
and Healthcare Power of Attorney) is essential. Join Sara Hayes, LCSW and Emily Can-
non, LCSW after church on Sunday, January 11 for a brief lesson on the importance of
these documents, followed with an opportunity to complete a form.

January 18 - Rich Zietko, an Information Specialist for the Aging and Disability Resource
Center (ADRC), part of Dane County Human Services, will be presenting on January 18th
after worship at 11am. He will be talking about the services ADRC supplies to help peo-
ple navigate the challenges that come up as we age or as we face disabilities for ourselves
or for one of our loved ones.

Just Bakery - Here Today Selling Tasty Treats

Just Bakery is a training program, which is part of Just Dane. It provides training to people
post-incarceration, so that they acquire the skills necessary for a life outside the walls of
prison. Not only is this an amazing cause, it comes with tasty treats. It’s truly a win-win!

Yoga Class at Westminster

A gentle yoga class will be offered by yoga teacher trainee and TE Jessica Salt the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 12:00p.m. Please register by emailing Jessica
(jnsalt@gmail.com) by the Sunday before class. Bring a yoga mat or towel, a brown bag
lunch, and a willing spirit and join us for contemplative movement. All are welcome!

Dine with Nine - New Groups for 2026

Dine with Nine is an opportunity for participants to meet new people and get to know
each other better while enjoying a meal together. The groups meet every 1-2 months at
restaurants, for potlucks or at any setting the group chooses. Sign up in the Narthex or
email Juanita Halls at jjh71152@gmail.com. There will be a kick-off potluck on Friday,
January 16 at 6 PM in Fellowship Hall

*IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS*
Care List: Bob Goller & Gay Didriksen, Patrick Mullin, Rick Dettloff
Members & Friends: Geoff Sandler (BIL of Sara Pope), Sally Forsberg, Donna Norton
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