THIRD SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

December 14, 2025

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
*please stand as you're able
PRELUDE Gigue Fugue, ).S. Bach'

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus Christ.
All: We gather here to learn God’s purpose and hear God’s will.
One: Let us sing our joyful thanks to God for granting us wisdom.

*HYMN 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People, Genevan 42°
A brief instrumental interlude will precede each verse.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING - Joel & Lee DeSpain
ADVENT SONG 91 Come, Come Emmanuel, Come, Come Emmanuel?
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace we thank you that you love us, and do not leave us to our own selfish
whims. Help us to examine our lives. Allow us to see the ways in which we have not
done your will, and have rebelled against your law. Help us to care for our neighbor,
and to meet the needs of the vulnerable. Grant us the ability to be joyful disciples of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*PASSING THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.



CELBRATION SONG 390 Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!, Louez Le Seigneur?
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
HEBREW SCRIPTURE - Sarai Huntley Psalm 146:5-10

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
After the message, children may go with the teacher to room 11 for Spiritual Adventures.

GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18
SERMON How Much is Enough?
*HYMN 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates, Truro®

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
HYMN 92 While We Are Waiting, Come, Waiting®
CALL FOR THE OFFERING - Please also pass the friendship form through the row.
OFFERTORY Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, arr. P. Sanders’
*DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Veni Emmanuel®
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise Christ, all peoples here below,
praise Holy Spirit, evermore, praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION, LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN 539 We Will Go Out with Joy, We Will Go Out With Joy?®
The congregation will echo the leader on each verse. All sing refrain together.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Soon and Very Soon, arr. ). Schrader'
The postlude is offered as a grateful thanks to God. We invite you to remain seated as
we listen together.



Leaders Today: @

Interim Pastor: Rev. Sara Tonje Liturgist: Jeff Hayes

Minister of Music: Joe Chrisman AV/Tech: John Tarr/Josh Mou
Handbells: Dorothy Blotz, Erin DeMuth, Sue Dornfeld, John and Jean Nass, Doug
Rouse, Ann Rowley, Janet Sausen The Chancel Choir

Ushers/Greeters: Bob Bush, Connie Evans, Linda Moss, Gary Stephens (Deacon)

1 Music setting by J.S. Bach. Public domain.

2 Text and Music: Public Domain Interlude Setting by John Ferguson ©1987, Augsburg Fortress. Used by Permission.
All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704.

3 Text and Music: James J. Chepponis ©1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by Permission. All Rights

Reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-703704.

4 Text: Cameroon Song Music arr.: Ralph M. Johnson ©1994 Earthsongs Used by Permission. All Rights

Reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-703704.

5 Text and music: public domain.

6 Text: Claire Cloninger. Music: Don Cason ©1986 Word Music, LLC. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. CCLI
License #2060731.

7 Music setting by Patricia Sanders, ©1994 Agape (Hope Publishing Company). Used by Permission. All Rights
Reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-703704.

8 Text: Neil Weatherhogg, ©1988 Hal Leonard Corporation. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. OneLicense.net
License #A-703704. Music: public domain.

9 Text and Music: Andrew Donaldson and Hilary Seraph Donaldson ©2003 Andrew Donaldson and Hilary Seraph
Donaldson Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-703704.

10 Music setting by Jack Schrader ©1994 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. CCS
WORSHIPcast License No. 22415409

WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Poinsettias - Due Today

You are invited to share in the Christmas decoration of the sanctuary by purchasing a
poinsettia for $17 in honor/memory of a loved one. You can take your poinsettia home
after the 7 pm worship service on Christmas Eve, or leave it for decoration. Please com-
plete a form (extra in the Narthex) and return it to the church office or collection plate
with your payment by today please (put poinsettia in the check memo.) Thank you!

Christmas Joy Offering

During Advent, Westminster will join with other Presbyterian congregations in the collec-
tion of the Christmas Joy Offering. The Offering provides assistance to those who have
dedicated their lives to the church. It further supports leadership development and educa-
tion for students attending Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. West-
minster will collect this offering during the Advent season through Christmas Eve. For
checks, simply mark JOY in the memo. Thank you!




Dine with Nine - New Groups for 2026

Dine with Nine is an opportunity for participants to meet new people and get to know
each other better while enjoying a meal together. The groups meet every 1-2 months at
restaurants, for potlucks or at any setting the group chooses. The groups are randomly
assigned each year, so sign up in the Narthex or let Juanita Halls know of your interest
at jjh71152@gmail.com. There will be a kick-off potluck on Friday, January 16 at 6 PM
in Fellowship Hall for all participants or those curious about the groups.

Allied Drive - Grant Writers Needed

Food insecurity continues to be a significant issue for the Allied Neighborhood.

The majority of funding to purchase food for the Allied Pantry comes from local founda-
tions through grants. People with writing skills are needed to help with foundation grant
writing. Please consider volunteering for this critical task. Director Janice Ferguson is
more than happy to provide instruction and guidance, and work can be done remotely.
If interested, please contact Janice at jmfergot3403@gmail.com.

Christmas Eve Services, Wednesday, December 24

We are offering two services this Christmas Eve:

-4:30pm Family Service with a No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant. Bring the kids and
grandkids!

-6:30pm Carol Sing with a 7:00pm Candlelight Service that follows. Childcare is available
for the 7:00pm service.

Just Bakery - Here Sunday, January 4

Just Bakery is coming back to Westminster! They will bring their cookies, rolls and other
baked goods to church the first Sunday every other month. The next date is January 4.
Just Bakery is a training program, which is part of Just Dane. It provides training to people
post-incarceration, so that they acquire the skills necessary for a life outside the walls of
prison. Not only is this an amazing cause, it comes with tasty treats. It’s truly a win-win!

*IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS*

Care List: Lynn Chapman, Vern Forsberg, Jack Hamann, Bob Goller & Gay Didriksen

Members & Friends: Geoff Sandler (BIL of Sara Pope), Jennie Root, Mary Lathrop, Sally
Forsberg (receiving in-home hospice), Donna Norton, Joyce Buseman
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