January & February Sermon Series

Shine a Light on

the Winter Blues

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
January 11, 2026

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
*please stand as you’re able

PRELUDE We Know That Christ Is Raised (Hymn 495), arr. R. Hobby'
WELCOME
*CALL TO WORSHIP HYMN 137 He Came Down, He Came Down?

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God we thank you for granting us faith, and bringing light into our lives. The
fires of your spirit burn brightly. Help us to radiate your love for all people. We know
that we sin when we hope to avoid challenges, conflicts, and uncertainty. We regret that
we shrink from risks. We know that you are with us always and will guide us through
even turbulent waters. We ask you to remove our timidity and send us out into the
world of daring service. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*HYMN 156 Sing of God Made Manifest, Salzburg?
*PASSING THE PEACE

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.
CELEBRATION SONG 492 You Belong to Christ, You Belong to Christ*
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

HEBREW SCRIPTURE Isaiah 42:1-9



GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
After the message, children may go with the teacher to room 11 for Spiritual Adventures.

WINTER BLUES SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

HYMN 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness, Christ, Be Our Light’
EPISTLE READING Galatians 4:4-7
SERMON Beginning at Baptism

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
CALL FOR THE OFFERING - Please also pass the friendship form through the row.
OFFERTORY Write Your Blessed Name, O Lord, D. Grotenhuis®
*DOXOLOGY HYMN 607 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Old Hundredth”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION, LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN 853 We Are Marching in the Light of God, Siyahamba®
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Grand Jeu, J-F-). Benaut’

The postlude is offered as a grateful thanks to God. We invite you to remain seated as
we listen together.

Leaders Today: @

Interim Pastor: Rev. Sara Tonje Liturgist: Bud Smith

Minister of Music: Joe Chrisman AV/Tech: John Tarr/Josh Mou
The Chancel Choir

Ushers/Greeters: Doug & Juanita Halls, Rich Appen, Kate Fletcher (Deacon)




1 Music setting by Robert Hobby. ©1994 Birnamwood Publications, Inc. Used by Permission. All rights
reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

2 Text and Music arr.: John L. Bell ©1986 WGRG, lona Community (GIA Publications) Used by Permis-
sion. All Rights Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

3 Text: Carl P. Daw Jr. Text ©1990, Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All rights reserved.
Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

4 Text: Holy Baptism and Related Rites, Renewing Worship, Vol. 3. ©2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Music: Robert A. Hobby ©2003 Augsburg Fortress. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.
Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

5 Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell ©1993 OCP. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net
License #A-703704.

6 Music Setting by Dale Grotenhuis ©1991 The Sacred Music Press. Used by Permission. All Rights
Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704.

7 Text: Neil Weatherhogg, ©1988 Hal Leonard Corporation. Used by Permission. All Rights

Reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-703704. Music: public domain.

8 Text trans: Gracia Grindal Music arr.: Freedom is Coming Text and music: ©1984 Utryck (Admin. Walton
Music Corp.) Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-703704.

9 Music setting by Josse-Francois-Joseph Benaut. Public domain.

WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today - Are you over the age of 18? Then having an Advanced Directive (Living Will and
Healthcare Power of Attorney) is essential. Join Sara Hayes, LCSW and Emily Cannon,
LCSW after church on Sunday, January 11 for a brief lesson on the importance of these
documents, followed with an opportunity to complete a form.

January 18 - Rich Zietko, an Information Specialist for the Aging and Disability Resource
Center (ADRC), part of Dane County Human Services, will be presenting on January 18th
after worship at 11am. He will be talking about the services ADRC supplies to help peo-
ple navigate the challenges that come up as we age or as we face disabilities for ourselves
or for one of our loved ones.

Yoga Class at Westminster

A gentle yoga class will be offered by yoga teacher trainee and TE Jessica Salt the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 12:00p.m. Next class is January 13. Please register by emailing
Jessica (jnsalt@gmail.com) by the Sunday before class (today). Bring a yoga mat or towel,
a brown bag lunch, and a willing spirit and join us for contemplative movement. All are
welcome!



Dine with Nine - New Groups for 2026

Dine with Nine is an opportunity for participants to meet new people and get to know
each other better while enjoying a meal together. The groups meet every 1-2 months at
restaurants, for potlucks or at any setting the group chooses. Sign up in the Narthex or
email Juanita Halls at jjh71152@gmail.com. There will be a kick-off potluck on Friday,
January 16 at 6 PM in Fellowship Hall

UPCOMING AT WESTMINSTER
Sunday, January 18

Ordination & Installation of Leaders
Adult Forum after worship — “ADRC: helping navigate age-related challenges.”

Sunday, January 25
Congregational Meeting
Book Study with Erin DeMuth: “Jesus Outside the Lines” by Scott Sauls

Sundays, Feb. 1 & 8
Book Study continues: “Jesus Outside the Lines” by Scott Sauls

Sunday, February 15
Mardi Gras Winter Blues Relief Event

Wednesday, February 18
Ash Wednesday

Sundays, February 22, March 1 & 8
Book Study with Ed Cothroll: “The Last Week” by Marcus Borg & John D. Crossan

*IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS*
Care List: Nancy Prine, Dale Rohde, Barbara Vogelsang

Members & Friends: Geoff Sandler (BIL of Sara Pope), Sally Forsberg, Donna Norton,
Ledger Dalton
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