
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

*please stand as you’re able 
 

PRELUDE                                             Partita on Showalter, J. Spong1 

           

WELCOME   

                               

CALL TO WORSHIP - Ephesians 4 

One: Scripture says, “You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same 

direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly.” 

All:  We have one Savior, one faith, one baptism, one God and Creator of all, who 

rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. 

One: Does this mean that we agree on everything, all of the time? 

All:  No it does not. But God has given each of us gifts so that together each of us 

grow to know the whole truth and to tell it in love.   

One: Jesus Christ is the source of our wisdom and love.  He keeps us in step with each 

other.  Let us stand and sing God’s praise together.  

 

*HYMN (see insert)       Shall We Gather at the River, Hanson Place2 

A hymn for the 227th General Assembly                  

              

CALL TO CONFESSION - Hebrews 12:1-2, The Message translation 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy One, have mercy on us. You created us in your own image, but we hurt and dis-

honor one another. You planted us in a garden of good things but we exploit and abuse 

the earth. You gave us your word to guide us, but we sin and fall short of your glory. 

Forgive us, God of grace. Clothe us in your righteousness, fill us with the fruit of your 

Spirit, and send us forth in your service, that we may be a source of healing in this  

world you love so much; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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 *PASSING THE PEACE  

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

 

*CELEBRATION HYMN 468                                    In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified3  

  

WHERE I FOUND FAITHFULNESS                                   Liane Kosaki, Clerk of Session                                                                        

            

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

SCRIPTURE             Hebrews 12:1-2  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 

that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake 

of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has tak-

en his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

SCRIPTURE                       Ephesians 4:1-16  

I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 

one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace: there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 

calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all. 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is 

said, 

“When he ascended on high, he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his  

people.” 

(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 

lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all 

the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) He himself granted that some are apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We 

must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine 

by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in 

love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom 

the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as 

each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

After the message, children may go with the teacher to room 11 for Spiritual Adventures.                           

   

SCRIPTURE                    Ephesians 6:18-20  

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert and 

always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak a 

message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.  

 

SERMON                                              Perseverance Toward Wholeness  

    

*HYMN 170            You Walk along Our Shoreline, Wie Lieblich Ist Der Maien4 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - A Brief Statement of Faith     

One: The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in 

Christ through Scripture, 

All:   engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, 

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to 

all ministries of the church. 

One: In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 

All:  to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and    

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 

silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

One: In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our   

daily tasks 

All:  and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and 

new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

     

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

CALL FOR DISCIPLESHIP 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING - Please also pass the friendship form through the row.                                                                       

Bring coins! All change collected with go to a mission project as chosen by the children.  

 

OFFERTORY                           It Is Well, arr. C. Phillips5 

                                               

 

 



 

         Leaders Today 
 

 Interim Pastor: Rev. Sara Tonje         Liturgist:  Juanita Halls 

 Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman                         AV/Tech:  John Tarr/Josh Mou 

 Ushers/Greeters: Sue Hummel, Bob Bush, Molly Constant, Kathy Key (Deacon) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church * 4100 Nakoma Rd., Madison, WI * westminstermadison.org  

 

1 Music Setting by Jon Spong.©1991 Alfred Music. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net License 

#A-703704. 

2 Text and Music: Robert Lowry. Public Domain. Revised text: David Gambrell ©2026 David Gambrell.Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

3 Text and Music: Bob Kilpatrick ©1978, 1986  Prism Tree Music (Lorenz Group) Used by Permission. All Rights 

Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

4 Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved. OneLicense.net 

License #A-703704. Music: Public Domain. 

5 Music Setting by Craig Phillips.©2021 Selah Publishing Co. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net 

License #A-703704. 

6 Text: Brian Wren.  Music harm ©1988 and 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All Rights 

Reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-703704. Music: public domain. 

7 Text: Alvin Schutmaat. Text and music: public domain. 

8 Music Setting by Kevin Eubanks.©1987 Word Music. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.  OneLicense.net 

License #A-703704. 

*DOXOLOGY HYMN 609 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Lasst Uns Erfreuen6  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one.   

Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION, LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN 765             May the God of Hope Go with Us, Argentina7                                         

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                                        Shall We Gather at the River, arr. K. Eubanks8 

The postlude is offered as a grateful thanks to God. We invite you to remain seated as    

we listen together.  


